Cause-effect inference is the very basic and essential element of thinking on the phenomena or events of the world. By the age of around 3 years, children have experienced many different physical causes and their effects. However, the time varies when children understand causality. Traditional development psychologists such as Piaget believed that it emerged around 6 or 7 years old while some psychologists in recent studies suggest that it is acquired from a relatively early age (Gelman, Bullock, and Meck, 1980; Hong, Chijun, Xuemei, Shan & Chongde) .
Meanwhile, theory of mind can be psychological causal reasoning since it is the tendency to infer one's own and other's mental states through behaviors (Lillard, 2001) . Hence, the purpose of this study is to investigate the difference in understanding of causal reasoning between 3-and 4-year olds, and to explore the correlation of children's IQ score, their performance on causal reasoning, and theory of mind.
METHOD Participants: Eighty-five children (40 males, 45 females) aged 36-and 48-months at the time of assessment were participants in a longitudinal study.
Materials Causal Reasoning task: Using Gelman, Bullock, and Meck(1980)'s work, a task was developed to measure children's understanding of cause-effect relations. In the task, children were asked to select a picture of an agent for a left-to-right reading of causal sequence.
Theory of mind task: Children's comprehension of theory of mind was assessed using Wimmer and Perner's (1983;  Maxi task) standard unexpected change task and unexpected contents task (Perner, Leekman, & Wimmer, 1987 ; Smarties task).
K-ABC:
To measure the mental ability of children aged between 2.5 and 12.5 years, K-ABC was used which includes mental processing scale involving three tests of sequential processing and seven tests of simultaneous processing as well as achievement scale.
RESULTS
There was a significant age difference between 36-and 48-months (t=13.77, p<.001; 36-months M=2.35, 48-months M=5.46) . Table 1 shows that children's IQ score, their performance on causal reasoning, and theory of mind task were correlated with each other, respectively. As shown below, the causal reasoning measured at the age of 36 months was significantly correlated with the causal reasoning measured at the age of 48 months. Furthermore, theory of mind was significantly related to both the causal reasoning of 36 months and that of 48 months. In addition, causal reasoning was significantly correlated with intelligence quotient.
With regard to mental processing scale, sequential processing was significantly related to theory of mind whereas simultaneous processing was not strongly related to theory of mind. Meanwhile, achievement scale was highly correlated with theory of mind. 
DISCUSSION
The fact that 36 months showed a significant poor performance in causal reasoning compared with 48 months indicates that the age around 3 and 4 years is the watershed of improved causality. This result is fairly consistent with that of Gelman et al. (1980) . The correlation found between causality and theory of mind supports the correlation between physical causality and psychological causality. Children with high IQs showed high performance in causality and theory of mind compared with those with low IQs. In the light of relation between achievement and theory of mind, theory of mind is partly influenced by the personal experiences children go through. It can be concluded that causal reasoning and theory of mind are influenced by general mental ability in preschoolers.
